
DAC State Director Report    -- June 2010 

· Acting State Director Jim Abbott sends his thanks to each of you for your service 
and contributions to BLM and the public lands.  

· Keeping you informed and up to date is important -- so I’d like to pass along a 

few national and state highlights.  I'd be glad to answer questions as well. 

National/State Issues: 

· Leadership –  

o As you may know Secretary Salazar and the Department continue to be 
heavily involved with the response to BP’s spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 

o BLM Director Bob Abbey is currently on a short-term detail as Acting 
Director of the Minerals Management Service (MMS) to oversee the 
agency’s reorganization into three separate agencies.  He will remain 

Director of the BLM but Mike Pool will assume daily management duties.  

o Until a new State Director is chosen, Jim Abbott will serve as Acting State 
Director.  

o We are also very pleased to welcome our newest Field Manager in El 
Centro, Margaret Goodro. 

 
· 2010 Budget – We're more than halfway through Fiscal Year 2010 and of course 

already thinking about 2011.  The President's budget is out and looks good for 

BLM.  President Obama has proposed $1.1 billion for BLM in FY 2011, an $8 

million increase over last year.  It is looking more likely that we won’t have an 

approved budget and we’ll be under a “Continuing Resolution” for the rest of the 

year.  

· Legislation – We are now in last few months of the 111
th

 Congress.  There are a 

number of bills pending that could affect the Desert.   

o California Desert Protection Act 2010 (Sen. Feinstein).  Hearing held in 

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources in May.  

o Orange County Rocks (Rep. Campbell). Passed the House and was heard 

by the Senate Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forest in April and 

markup occurred earlier this week. 

o Beauty Mountain Wilderness (Rep. Issa) and Soledad 
Canyon/CEMEX (Rep. McKeon) have yet to schedule hearings.  

· State Priorities:  Our statewide priorities are in tune with the National priorities:  

1) renewable energy, 2) the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 3) 

America's Great Outdoors; and 3) the 10
th

 Anniversary of the National Landscape 

Conservation System. 



· Renewables:  Statewide, we have more than 150 solar and wind applications, 
covering more than a million acres, most of that in the Desert District.  However, 
our focus is on the California fast track projects:  nine solar, three wind and two 
transmission projects.  This effort will be discussed in greater detail later in the 
meeting. 

· 
 
ARRA or the Recovery Act or Stimulus –BLM-California received $40 million 

to fund 115 projects on public lands in California.  Most contracts have been let at 

this point, all with the goal of creating or augmenting jobs by putting boots on the 

ground.  These investments will restore landscapes and habitat, spur renewable 

energy development remediate abandoned mine lands; and build roads, bridges 

and trails.   

· The National Landscape Conservation System is celebrating its 10th 
Anniversary in 2010.  Several areas in the California Desert District are part of 
the system including the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument, dozens of Wilderness Areas, the California Coastal National 
Monument, and many others.  Events are planned throughout California to 
commemorate the anniversary.   Statewide, California has more units within the 
System than any other State. 

· America's Great Outdoors – America's Great Outdoors, the Administration's 

new initiative, not only includes environmental education, but hiring youth to 

work on public lands.  In addition, a series of "listening sessions" are also 

planned, including one possibly in Los Angeles this summer.  More to come on 

that. 

Wrap up & Questions? 
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